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all looked rose-coloured, for the imperial connection
and the miserable scandal of Katharine Howard
rather benefited than injured the chances of its
successful negotiation. Cranmer, Hertford, and
Audley had shot their bolt in vain so far as political
or religious aims were attained.
In the meanwhile the evidence against Katharine
and her abettors was being laboriously wrung out
of all those who had come into contact with her.
The poor old Duchess of Norfolk and her son and
daughters and several underlings were condemned
for misprison of treason to perpetual imprisonment
and confiscation/ and in Parliament on the 2ist
January a Bill of Attainder against Katharine
and three lady accomplices was presented to the
Lords. The evidence presented against Katharine
was adjudged to be insufficient in the absence oi
direct allegations of adultery after her marriage,
or of specific admissions from herself.2 This and
other objections seem to have delayed the passage
of the Bill until the nth of February, when it
received the royal assent by commission, con-
1 They were soon afterwards pardoned.
3 This difficulty seems to have been met by sending to the unhappy
girl a committee of the Council to invite her to appear in person and
defend herself if she pleased; but she threw herself entirely upon the
King's mercy, and admitted that she deserved death. This facilitated
her condemnation, and there was no more difficulty. The Duke of Suffolk
in the House of Lords and Wriothesley stated that she had " confessed
her great crime *' to the deputation of the Council, but exactly what or
how much she confessed is not known. She most solemnly assured the
Bishop of Lincoln (White) in her last hours that she had not offended
criminally after her marriage; and as has been pointed out in the text,
she is not specifically charged with having done so in the indictment.
This might be, of course, to save the King's honour as much as possible ;
but taking all things into consideration, the probability is that no guilty
act had been committed since the marriage, though it is clear that
Katharine was fluttering perilously close to the flame.